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PAGE 01 USUNN 03235 211649Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR-12 NEA-10 
OIC-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 /122W 

066572 211652Z/46 

P 211646Z AUG 78 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2908 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
USINT HAVANA 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 03235 
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TAGS: PORG, PDEF, UNGA, RQ 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTEE OF 24 

1 . ON BASIS OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH COMMITTEE OF 24 (C-24) 

MEMBERS HERE AND REACTIONS TO APPROACHES MADE IN CAPITALS, 

OUR CURRENT TENTATIVE VOTE ESTIMATE ON A MOTION TO DEFER 
CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICAN QUESTION FOR ONE YEAR IS 
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AS FOLLOWS: 

YES (9): AUSTRALIA, CHILE, FIJI, INDIA, 

INDONESIA, IRAN, IVORY COAST, SWEDEN, TUNISIA. 

NO (7): AFGHANISTAN, BULGARIA, CHINA, CUBA, 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA, IRAQ, USSR. 

PROBABLE ABSTENTION OR ABSENCE (4): MALI, 

TANZANIA, TRINIDAD AND TOBABO, YUGOSLAVIA. 

2. POSITIONS OF CONGO, ETHIOPIA, SIERRA LEONE, AND 

SYRIA REMAIN UNCLEAR. CONGO HAS BEEN NONCOMMIT AL BOTH 
HERE AND IN BRAZZAVILLE. WE CAN PROBABLY HOPE FOR 
NOTHING BETTER THAN ABSENCE (AS IN 1977) SINCE ON BASIS 
NORMAL PERFORMANCE CONGO, IF PRESENT, WOULD VOTE NO. 

USUN 3227 MAKES CLEAR ETHIOPIAN POSITION NOT LIKELY TO 
BE KNOWN UNTIL JUST BEFORE VOTE. WE ESTIMATE BEST WE 
COULD ANTICIPATE IS ABSTENTION AND THAT IS NOT AT ALL 
CERTAIN. THERE REMAINS OUTSIDE CHANCE FOR SUPPORT OF 
DEFERRAL BUT WE CONSIDER THIS UNLIKELY. SIERRA LEONE 
REP TOLD MISOFF AUG 18 HE IS MAKING STRONG RECOMMENDATION 
FOR YES VOTE. THIS IN COMBINATION WITH INFO IN FREETOWN 
2651 IS HOPEFUL SIGN. SYRIAN AMB AL-CHOUFI TOLD AMB 
LEONARD SYRIA WOULD BE ABSENT DURING VOTE. WE ARE NOT 
CERTAIN WE CAN COUNT ON THIS, HOWEVER, AS SYRIAN REP 
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GLATF.T. IS RAPPORTEUR OF C-24 AND WOULD FIND IT AWKWARD 
TO ABSENT HEMSELF. ABSTENTION MIGHT BE POSSIBILITY, 

ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE CHANGE FROM PAST SYRIAN POSITION 
OF OPPOSITION TO DEFERRAL. WE WILL TRY TO PIN THIS DOWN 
MORE DEFINITELY. (AL-CHOUFI APPEARS TO HAVE MADE 
DECISION PERSONALLY, RATHER THAN TO BE ACTING ON 
INSTRUCTIONS. WE RELIEVE IT IS TO OUR ADVANTAGE TO KEEP 
FURTHER CONTACTS ON THIS QUESTION HERE IN NEW YORK, AS 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM DAMASCUS MIGHT NOT BE TO OUR LIKING.) 

3. AUSTRALIAN REP (MORRIS) HAS TOLD US THAT HE IS 
AUTHORIZED TO PROPOSE DEFERRAL AS HE DID LAST YEAR. HE 
RELIEVES THAT IT IS WORTH "GOING FOR BROKE" ON SEEKING 
DEFERRAL. WE INFORMALLY ASKED HIS VIEW ON POSSIBLE 
FALLBACK PROPOSAL THAT MIGHT REAFFIRM RIGHT OF PUERTO 
RICANS TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE AND ASK 
C-24 RAPPORTEUR TO UP-DATE HIS REPORT (LAST UP-DATED AS 
RESULT OF 1976 C-24 CONSENSUS). HE THOUGHT THIS WAS 
GOOD IDEA TO KEEP IN MIND AS FALLBACK, WAITING TO SEE 
HOW THINGS DEVELOP IN THE COMMITTEE. LEONARD 
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